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CHAP. 1. 


MV DEAR CHILDREN, 


5. I. NOT knowing how long it may pleaſe 
God to continue me amongſt you, 

1 am willing to embrace this opportunity of 
leaving you my advice and counſel, with 
reſpect to your Chriſtian and civil capacity 
and duty in this world: and I both beſeech 
you, and charge you, by the relation you 
have to me, and the affection I have always 


A2 — 


4 FRUITS of a FATHER's LOVE. 


he den to you, and indeed received from you, 
that you lay up the ſame in your hearts, as 
well as your heads, with a wiſe and religi- 
ous care. | in 

§. II. I will begin with that which is the 
beginning of all true wiſdom and happineſs, 
the holy tear of God. | 

Children, Fear God: that is to ſay, Have 
an holy awe upon your minds io avoid that 
which 1s evil, and a ſtrict care to embrace 
and do that which is good. The meaſure 
and ſtandard of which knowledge and duty, 


is the light of Chriſt in your conſciences by 


which, as in John 11. 20, 21. you may 
clearly ſee if your deeds, aye, and your 
words and thoughts too, are wrought in 
God or not; for they are the deeds of the 
mind, and for which you muſt be judged. 


I ſay, with this divine light of Chriſt in 


your conſciences you may bring your 
thoughts, words; and works to judgment in 
yourlelves, and have a right, true, ſound, 
and unerring ſenſe of your duty towards 
God and man. And as you come to obey 
this bleſſed light in its holy convictions, it 
will lead you out of the world's dark and 
degenerate ways and works, and bring you 
unto Chriſt's way and life, and to be of the 
number of his true ſelf-denying followers; 
to take up your croſs for his ſake, that bore 
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his for yours; and to become the children of 
the light, putting it on, as your holy ar- 
mour; by which you may ſee and reſiſt the 
fiery darts of Satan's temptations, and over- 
come him in all his aſſaults. | 
S. III. I would a little explain this principle 
to you. It is called Light, John i. 9. iii. 19, 
20, 21. and viii. 12. Eph. v. 8, 13, 14. I 
Theſſ. v. 5. 1 Epiſt. of John i. 5, 6, 7. Rev, 
XXi. 23. becauſe it gives man a ſight of His 
ſin. And it is alſo called the quickening 
Spirit; for ſo he is called: and the Lord 
from heaven, as 1 Cor. xv. 45. 57. who is 
called, and calls himſelf the Light of the 
world, John viii. 12. And why is he called 
the Spirit? Becauſe he gives man ſpiritual 
life. And John xvi. 8. Chriſt promiſed to 
{end his Spirit to convince the world of their 
{ins : wherefore, that which convinces you 
and all people of their fins, is the Spirit of 
Chriit. This is highly prized, Rom. viii. as 
you may read in that great and ſweet chap» 
ter, for the children of God are led by it. 
This reveals the things of God that apper- 
tain to man's ſalvation and happineſs, as 
I Cor. ii. 10, IT, 12. It is the earncſt God 
gives his people, 2 Cor. v. 5. It is the great 
end and benefit, and bleſſing, of the coming 
of Chriſt, viz. the ſhining forth of this Light, 
and pouring forth of this Spirit. Yea, 
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Chriſt is not received by them that reſiſt his 
Light and Spirit in their hearts; nor can 
they have the benefit of his birth, life, 
death, reſurrection, interceſſion, &c. who 


rebel againſt the Light. God ſent his Son 


to bleſs us,. in turaing of us from the evil of 
our ways: therefore, have a care of evil, 
for that. turns you away from God; and 
wherein you have done evil, do fo no more. 
But be ye turned, my dear children, from 
that evil in thought, as well as in word or 


deed; or that will turn you from God your 


Creator, and Chriſt, whom he has given 
you for your Redeemer : who redeems and 
fa ves his people from their ſins, Tit. ii. 14. 
not in their fins; read Acts ii. and Heb. viii. 
And the Chriitian diſpenſation will appear 
to be that of the Spirit, which fin quench- 
eth, hardens the heart againſt, and bolts 
the door upon. This holy divine principle 
is called Grace too, Tit. ii. 11, 12. there 
you will ſee the nature and office of it, and 
its bleſſed effect upon thoſe that were taught 

of it in the primitive days. And why Grace? 
Becauſe it is God's love, and not our deſert, 
his good-will, his kindneſs. He ſo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son into the world, that whoſoever believ- 
eth in hini ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life,” John iii. 16, Aud it 18. this 
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holy Son, that, in John i, 14. 16. is declared 
to be“ full of grace and truth, and that of 
his grace we © receive grace for grace ;” 
that is, we receive of him, the fulneſs, what 
meaſure of grace we need. And the Lord 
told Paul in his great trials, when ready to 
{ſtagger about the ſufficiency of the grace he 
had received to deliver him, «© My grace is 
ſufficient for thee, 2 Cor. x11. 9. O chil- 
dren! love the grace, hearken to this grace; 
it will teach you, it will ſanctify you, it 
will lead you to the reſt and kingdom of 
God; as it taught the ſaints of old, firſt, 
what to deny, viz. «© Fo deny ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts;** and then what to do, 
viz. To hve foberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world,“ Tit. ii. 11, 12. 
And he that is full of grace is full of light, 

and he that is full of light is the quickening 
Spirit, that gives a manifeſtation of his 
Spirit to every one to profit with,“ 1 Cor. 
xii. 7. And he that is the quickening Spirit 
is the Truth. «© Iam the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life,” ſaid he to his poor followers, 
John xiv. 6. And if the Truth make you 
free,“ ſaid he to the Jews, © then are you 
tree indeed,” John viii. 32. 36. And this 
Truth ſheds abroad itſelf in man, and be- 
gets Truth. in the- inward parts; and makes 
falſe, rebellious, hypocritical man, a true 
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man to God again. Truth in the inward 
Parts is of great price with the Lord. And 
why called Truth ? Becauſe it tells man 
the truth of his ſpiritual ſtate; it ſhews 
him his ſtate, deals plainly with him, 
and ſets his ſins in order before him. 
So that, my dear children, the Light, 
Spirit, Grace, and Truth, are not divers 
principles, but divers words or denomina— 
tions given to one eternal power and hea- 
venly principle in you, though not of you, 
but of God, according to the manifeſtation 
or operation thereof in the ſervants of God 
of old time: Light, to diſcover and give 
diſcerning : Spirit, to quicken and enliven : 
Grace, to wit, the love of God: Truth, 
becauſe it tells man the truth of his condi- 
tion, and redeems him from the error of 
his ways: that as darkneſs, death, fin, and 
error, are the ſame ; ſo Light, Spirit, Grace, 
and Truth are the ſame. 

§. IV. This is that which is come by 
Chriſt: and a meaſure of this Light, Spirit, 
Grace, and Truth, is given to every man 
and woman to ſee their way to go by. 
Ihis is that which diſtinguiſhes FRIENDS 
from all other ſocieties, as they are found 
veulking in the ſame, which leads out of the 
vain honours, compliments, luſts, and pleas 
tures of the world. 
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O my dear children! this is the pearl of 
price : part with all for it, but never part 
with it for all the world. This is the Goſ- 
pel leaven to leaven you; that is, ſanctity 
and ſeaſon you in body, ſoul, and ſpirit, to 
God your heavenly Father's uſe and ſer- 
vice, and your own laſting comfort. Yea, 
this is the divine and incorruptible feed of 
the kingdom, of which, all truly regene- 
rate men and women, Chriſtians of Chriſt's 
making are born. Receive it into your 
hearts, give it room there, let it take dee 
root in you, and you will be fruitful unto 
God in every good word and work. As 
you take heed to it, and the holy enlighten- 
ings and motions of it, you will have a per- 
fect diſcerning of the ſpirit of this world, 
in all its appearances in yourſelves and 
others; the motions, temptations, and work- 
ings of it, as to pride, vanity, covetouſneſs, 
revenge, uncleanneſs, hypocriſy, and every 
evil way ; you will ſee the world in all its 
Thapes and features; and you will be able to 
judge the world by it, and the ſpirit of the 
world in all its appearances ; you will ſee, 
as I have done, that there is much to deny, 
much to ſuffer, and much to do; and you 
will ſee, that there is no power or virtue 
but in the Light, Spirit, Grace, and Truth 
of Chriſt to carry you through the world 

to God's glory, and your everlaſting peace. 
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Vea, you will ſee what religion is from 
above, and what is from below; what is of 
God's working, and of man's making and 
forcing ; alſo, what miniſtry is of his Spirit 
and giving, and what of man's ſtudying, 
framing, and impoſing. You will, I ſay, 
diſcern the riſe, nature, tokens, and fruits 
of the true from the falſe miniſtry; and 
what worſhip is ſpiritual, and what carnal; 
and what honour 1s of God, and what that 
honour is, which is from below of men; 
yea ; fallen men, that the Jews and the 
world ſo generally love, and which is ſpoken 
againſt in John v. 44. you wall fee the vain 
and evil communication that corrupts good 
manners; the ſnares of much company and 
buſineſs ; and eſpecially the danger of the 
friendſhip of this preſent evil world. And 
you will alſo ſee, that the teſtimony the 
eternal God hath brought our poor Friends 
unto ; as to religion, worſhip, truth- ſpeak- 
ing, miniſtry, plainneſs, ſimplicity, and mo- 
d-ration in apparel, furniture, food, ſalu- 
tation, as you may read in their writings, 
from the very beginning; is a true and hea- 
venly teſtimony of his mind, will, work, 
and diſpenſation in this laſt age of the world 
to mankind, being the revival of true pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity: where your moſt ten- 
der father prays that you may be kept; and 
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charges you to watch, that you may be pre- 
ſerved in the faith and practice of that 
bleſſed teſtimony; and count it no ſmall 


mercy from God, nor honour to you, that 


you come of parents that counted nothing 
too dear or near to part with, nor too great 
to do or ſuffer, that they might approve 
themſelves to God, and teſtify their love to 
his moſt precious truth in the inward parts, 
in their generation. And I do allo charge 
you, my dear children, to retain in your 
remembrance thoſe worthy ancients in the 
work of Chriſt, who remained alive to your 


day and memory, and yet remain to your 


knowledge; more eſpecially that man of 
God and prince in Iſrael, the firſt-born and 
begotten of our day and age of Truth, and 
the firſt and the great early inſtrument of 
God amongſt us, GroR CE Fox. And what 
you have heard, ſeen, and obſerved, of thoſe 
heavenly worthies, their holy wiſdom, zeal, 


love, labours, and ſufferings, and particular 


1 
£58 

* . 
338 
SEEN 
pes: 

%) 

— "4 


5 
5 


tenderneſs to you, treaſure up for your 
children after you; and tell them what you 
have heard, ſeen and known, of the ſervants 
and work of God, and progreſs thereof, as 
an holy, exemplary, and edifying tradition 


4 unto them. And be ſure, that you ſorſake 


not the aſſembling yourſelves with God's 
people, as the manner of ſome was, Heb. 
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x. 25. and is at this day: eſpecially among 


young people, the children of {ome Friends, 
whom the love of this preſent evil world 
hath hurt and cooled in their love to God 
and his Truth. But do you keep cloſe to 
meetings, both of worſhip, and buſineſs of 
the church, when of an age and capacity 
proper for it ; and that not out of novelty, 
formality, or to be ſeen of men, but in pure 
fear, love, and conſcience to God ycur 
Creator, as the publick, juſt, and avowed 
teſtimony of your duty and homage to Him: 
in which be exemplary, both by timely 
coming, and a reverent and ſerious deport- 
ment during the aſſembly : in which be not 
weary, or think the time long till it be over, 


as ſome did of the ſabbaths of old time; but 


let your eye be to Him you come to wait 
upon and ſerve, and do what you do as to 
Him, and He will be your refreſhment and 
reward; for you ſhall return with the ſeals 
and pledges of his love, mercy, and bleſ- 
ſings. I 

S. V. Above all things, my dear children, 
as to your communion and fellowſhip with 
Friends, be careful to keep the unity of the 
faith in the bond of peace. Have a care of 


. reflectors, detractors, back-biters, that un- 


dervalue and undermine brethren behind 


their backs; or ſlight the. good and whole» 
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' ſome order of Truth for the preſerving 
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things quiet, ſweet, and honourable in the 
church. Have a care of novelties, and airy 
changeable people, the conceited, cenſori- 
ous, and puft up; who at laſt have always 
ſhewn themſelves to be clouds without rain, 
and wells without water, that will rather 


diſturb and break the peace and fellowſhip of 


the church where they dwell, than not have 
their wills and ways take place. I charge 


you, in the fear of the living God, that you 


carefully beware of all ſuch; mark them, 
as the apoſtle ſays, Rom. xvi. 17. and have 
no fellowſhip with them; but to adviſe, ex- 
hort, intreat, and finally reprove them, 
Eph. v. IT. For God 1s and will be with 
his people, in this holy diſpenſation we are 
now under, and which is now amongſt us, 
unto the end of days: it ſhall grow and in- 
creaſe in gifts, graces, power and luſtre; 
for it is the laſt and unchangeable one: and 
bleſſed are your eyes, if they ſee it, and 
your ears, if they hear it, and your hearts, 
if they underſtand it; which I pray that 
you may, to God's glory and your eternal 


comfort. 


F. VI. Having thus expreſſed myſelf to you, 
my dear children, as to the things of God, 
his truth and kingdom, I refer you to his 


Light, Grace, Spirit and Truth within you, 
I B 
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and the Holy Scriptures of Truth without 
you; which from my youth I loved to read, 
and were ever bleſſed to me, and which J 
charge you to read daily; the Old Teſta- 
ment for hiſtory chiefly, the Pſalms for me- 
ditation and devotion, the Prophets for 
comfort and hope, but eſpecially the New 
Jeſtament for doctrine, faith, and worſhip : 
for they were given forth by holy men of 
God in divers ages, as they were moved of 
the Holy Spirit; and are the declared and 
revealed mind and will of the Holy God to 
mankind under divers. diſpenſations; ard 
they are certainly able to make the man of 
God perfect, through faith, unto ſalvation ; 
being a true and clear teſtimony to the ſal- 
vation that 1s of God, through Chriſt the 
ſecond Adam, the Light of the world, the 
quickening Spirit, who 1s full of Grace and 
Truth; whoſe Light, Grace, Spirit and 
Truth bear witneſs to them in every ſenſible 
ſoul; as they frequently, plainly, and folemnly 
bear teſtimony to the Light, Spirit, Grace 
and Truth, both in himſelf, and in and to 
his people, to their ſanctification, juſtifica- 
tion, redemption and conſolation; and in all 
men to their viſitation, reproof, and con- 
viction in their evil ways. I ſay, having 
thus expreſſed myſelf in general, I refer 
you, my dear children, to the Light ang 
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Truth, as have been borne in our day; and 
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Spirit of Jeſus that is within you, and to the 
Scriptures of 'Truth without you, and ſuch 
other teſtimonies to the one ſame eternal 


ſhall now deſcend to particulars, that you 
may more directly apply what I have ſaid 
in general, both as to your religious and 
civil direction in your pilgrimage upon 
earth. 


„0 » TT + IT O · 0. 


CHAP. IL 


8 ] WILL begin here alſo with the be- 
| ginning of time, the morning. So 
ſoon as you wake, retire your mind into @ 
pure ſilence from all thoughts and ideas of 
worldly things; and in that frame wait upon 
God, to feel his good preſence to lift up 
your hearts to Him, and commit your whole 
felf into his bleſſed care and protection. 
'Then riſe, if well, immediately. Being 
dreit, read a chapter or more in the Scrip- 
tures, and afterwards diſpoſe yourſelves for 
the buſineſs of the day; ever remembering 
that God is preſent, the overſeer of all your 
thoughts, words, and actions; and demean 
yourſelves, my dear children, accordingly ; 
and do not you dare to do that in his holy 
x | 
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all-ſeeing preſence, which you would be 
aſhamed a man, yea, a child, ſhould ſee you 
do. And as you have int from your 
lawful occaſions, delight to ſtep home, within 
yourſelves I mean, and commune with your 
own hearts, and be ſtill; and, as Nebuchad- 
nezzar ſaid on another occaſion, « One like 
the Son of God”? you ſhall find and enjoy 
with you and in you; a treaſure the world 
knows not of; but is the aim; end, and 
diadem of the children of God. This will 
bear you up againſt all remptations, and 
carry you ſweetly and evenly through your 
_ day's buſineſs; ſupporting you under diſ- 

appointments, and moderating your ſatis- 
faction in ſucceſs and proſperity. The 
evening come, read again the Holy Scrip- 
ture, and have your times of retirement, 
before you cloſe your eyes, as in the morn- 
ing; that ſo the Lord may be the Alpha 
and Omega of every day of your lives. And 
if God bleſs you with families, remember 
good Joſhua's reſolution, Joſh. xxiv. I5. 
But as for me and my houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord.” 

S. II. Fear God; ſhew it in defire, re- 
fraining, and doing: keep the inward watch, 


keep a clear ſoul, and a light heart. Mind 


an inward ſenſe upon doing any thing. 
ky hen you read the Scripture, remark the 
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notableſt places, as your ſpirits are moſt 
touched and affected, in a common-place 
book, with that ſenſe or opening which 


you receive; for they come not by ſtudy, 


or in the wiil of man, no more than the 
Scripture did; and they may be loſt by 


careleſneſs, and over- growing thoughts and 


buſineſſes of this life: ſo in purſuing any 
other good or profitable book; yet rather 
meditate than read much. For the ſpirit 
of a man knows the things of a man, and 
with that ſpirit, by obſervation, of the 
tempers and actions of men you fee in the 
world, and looking into your own ſpirits, 
and meditating thereupon, you will have a 
deep and a ſtrong judgment of men and 


things. For, from what may be, what 


ſhould be, and what is molt probable or 
likely to be, you can hardly mi's in your 
judgment of human affairs; and you have a 
better Spirit than your own, in reſerve for 


a time of need, to paſs the ſinal judgment 


in important matters. 1 
F. III. In converſation, mark well what 


others ſay or do, and hide your own mind, 


at leaſt till laſt; and then open it as ſparingly 

as the matter will let you. A juſt obſerv- 

ance and reflection upon men and things, 

give wiſdom ; thoſe are the great hooks of. 

earning ſeldom read. The laborious ber 
B 3 
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draws honey from every flower. Be always 


on your watch, but chiefly in company; 


then be ſure to have your wits about you, 


and your armour on: ſpeak laſt and little, 


but to the point. Interrupt none, antici- 
pate none, read Prov. x. 8.13. ge quick 
to hear, flow to ſpeak.” Prov. xvii. 27, 
< It gives time to underſtand, and ripens an 
anſwer.” Affect not words, but matter, 
and chiefly to be pertinent and plain; trueſt 
eloquence is plaineſt; and brief ſpeaking, I 
mean brevity and clearneſs to make your- 
ſelves eaſily underſtood by every body, and 
in as few words as the matter will admit of, 
is the beſt. Fo 
F. IV. Prefer the aged, the virtuous, and 
the knowing; and chooſe thoſe that excel, 
for your company and friendſhip ; but de- 
ſpiſe not others. | 

$. V. Return no anſwer to anger, unleſs. 
with much meekneſs, which often turns it 
away: but rarely make replies, leſs rejoin- 
ders, for that adds fuel to fire. It is a 
wrong time to vindicate yourſelves, the 
true ear being then never open to hear it. 
Men are not themſelves, and know not well 
what ſpirits they are of. Silence to paſſion, 
prejudice, and mockery, is the beſt anſwer, 
and often conquers what reſiſtance inflames. 


whatever elſe they are taught. 


for ſin to REY in. 
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$. VI. Learn and teach your children fair 
writing, and the moſt uſeful parts of ma- 
thematicks, and ſome buſineſs when young, 


S. VII. Caſt up your incomes, and live 
on half; if you can, one-third ; reſerving 
the reſt for caſualties, charities, portions. 

S. VIII. Be plain in clothes, furniture, 
and food, but clean; and then the coarſer 
the better : the reſt is folly, and a ſnare. 
Therefore next to fin, avoid daintineſs and 
choiceneſs about your perſons and houles 
for if it be not an evil in itſelf, it is a temp- 
tation to it; and may be accounted a neſt 


FS. IX. Avoid differences; what are not 
avoidable refer; and keep awards ſtrictly, 
and without grudgings. Read Prov. xviii- 
17, 18. xxv. 8. Matt. v. 38 to l. 100 k- 
10 to 13. It is good counſel. 

§. X. Be ſure draw your affairs into as 
narrow a compaſs as you can, and in me- 
thod and proportion, time and other requi- 
ſites proper for them. 

§. XI. Have very few acquaintance, and 
fewer intimates, but of the beſt in their 
kind. | 

§. X11. Keep your own ſecrets, and do 
not covet others; but if truſted, never res 
veal them, unleſs miſchie vous to ſomebody : 
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nor then, before warning to the party te 
deſiſt and repent. Prov. xi. 13. xxv. 9, I9. 

S. XIII. Truſt no man with the main 
chance, and avoid to be truſted. 

F. XIV. Make few reſolutions, but keep 
them ſtrictly. | 
Fi. RV. Peter elders and ſtrangers on all 
occaſions; be rather laſt than firſt in con- 
veniency and reſpect; but firſt in all virtues. 

Sg. XVI. Have a care of truſting to after 
games, for then there is but one throw for 
all; and precipicesare ill places to build upon. 
Wiſdom gains time, is before-hand, and 
teaches to chooſe ſeaſonably and pertinent- 
ly ; therefore ever ſtrike while the iron is 
hot. But if you loſe an opportunity, it 
Cifters in this from a relapſe; lefs caution, 
and more reſolution and induſtry, mult re- 
cover it. 

F. XVII. Above all, 3 your 
Creator; remember yourſeives and your 
families, when you have them, in the youth- 
ful time and fore part of your life: for 
good methods and habits obtained then, will 
make you eaſy and happy the reſt of your 
days. Every eſtate has its ſnare; youth 
and middle age, pleaſure and ambition; old. 
age, avarice: remember I tell you, that 
man is a flave where either prevails. Be- 
ware of the pernicious luſts of the eye, and 
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of the fleſh, and the pride of life, 1 John ii. 
15, 16, 17. which are not of the Father, but 
of the world. Get higher and nobler ob- 


jects for your immortal part, O my dear 


children, and be not tied to things without 


you; for then you can never have the true 


and free enjoyment of yourſelves to better 
things; no more than a flave in Algiers has 
of his houſe or family in London. Be free, 
live at home, in yourſelves I mean, where 
lie greater treaſures hid than in the Indies. 


The pomp, honour, and luxury of the 


world are the cheats, and the unthinking 
and inconſiderate are taken by them. But 
the retired man 1s upon higher ground, he 
ſees and 1s aware of the trick, contemns the 


| folly, and bemoans the deluded. This very 


conſideration, doubtleſs, produced thoſe two 
paſſions in the two greateſt Gentiles of their 
time, Democritus and Heraclitus, the, one 


laughing, the other weeping, for the mad- 


neſs of the world, to ſee ſo excellent and 
reaſonable a creature as man, . ſo meanly 
trifling, and ſlaviſhly employed. 

S. XVIII. Chooſe God's trades before 
mens; Adam was a gardener, Cain a plows 
man, and Abel a grazier or ſhepherd. 
Theſe began with the world, and have 
leaſt of ſnare, and moſt of uſe, When Cain 
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became murderer, as a * witty 'man ſaid, 
he turned a builder of cities, and quitted 
his huſbandry. Mechanicks, as handicrafts, 
are allo commendable; but they are but a 
ſecond brood, and younger brothers. © If 
grace employ you not, let nature and uſeful | 
arts; but avoid curioſity there alſo, for it | 
devours much time to no profit. I have ; 
ſeen a ceiling of a room, that coſt half as 
much as the houſe; a folly and ſin too. | 
S. XIX. Have but few books, but let 
them be well choſen and well read, whe- 
ther of religious or civil ſubjects, Sun 
| fantaſtick opinions; meaſure both religion | 
4 and learning by practice; reduce all to that, 
4 for that brings a real benefit to you, the 
(3 reſt is a thief and a ſnare. And indeed, 
reading many books is but taking off the 
mind too much from meditation. Reading 
yourſelves and nature, in the dealings and 
conduct of men, is the trueſt human wiſ- 
dom. The ſpirit of a man knows the things | b 
of a man, and more true knowledge comes 
by meditation and juſt reflection than by 
reading; for much reading is an oppreſſion 
of the mind, and extinguiſhes the natural 
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candle: which is the reaſon of fo many 
ſenſeleſs ſcholars in the world. 

$. XX. Do not that which you blame in 
another. Do not that to another, which 
you would not another ſhould do to you. 
But, above all, do not that in God's fight 
you would not man ſhould ſee you do. 

§. XXI. And that you may order all 
things profitably, divide your day; ſuch a 
ſhare of time for your retirement and wor- 
ſhip of God: ſuch a proportion for your 
buſineſs; in which, remember to ply that 
firſt which is firſt to be done; fo much 
time for yourſelves, be it for ſtudy, walk- 
ing, viſit, &c. In this be firſt, and let your 
friends know it, and you will cut off many 
impertinences and interruptions, and ſave a 
treaſure of time to yourtelves, which peo- - 
ple moſt unaccountably laviſh away. And 
to be more exact, for much hes in this, 
keep a ſhort journal of your time, though a 


day require but a line; many advantages 


flow from it. | 
§. XXII. Keep cloſe to the meetings of 

God's people : wait diligently at them, to 

feel the heavenly life in your Le Look 


for that more than words in miniſtry, and 


you will profit moſt. Above all, look to 


(the Lord, but deſpiſe not inſtruments, man 
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or woman, young or old, rich or poor, 
learned or unlearned. | 

$. XXIII. Avoid diſcontented perſons, un- 
leſs to inform or reprove them. Abhor de- 
traction, the fin of fallen angels, and the 
worlſt of fallen men. | | 

$. XXIV. Excuſe faults in others, own 
them in yourſelves, and forgive them againſt 
yourſelves : as you would have your hea- 
venly Father and Judge forgive you. Read 
Prov. xvii. 9. and Matt. vi. 14, I5. Chriſt 
returns and dwells upon that paſſage of his 
prayer, above all the reſt, forgiveneſs : the 
hardeſt leſſon to man, that of all other crea- 
tures moſt needs 1t, | | | 
FS. XXV. Be natural; love one another; 
and remember, that to be void of natural 
affeclion is a mark of apoſtacy ſet by the 
apoſtle, 2 Tim. 11. 3. Let not time, I 
charge you, wear out nature; it may kin- 


dred, according to cuſtom, but it is an ill 


one; therefore follow it not; it is a great 
fault in families at this day; have a care of 
it, and ſhun that unnatural careleſneis. 
Live as near as you can, viſit often, cor- 
reſpond oftener, and communicate with 
kind hearts to one another, in proportion 
to what the Lord gives you; and do not be 
cloſe, nor hoard up from one another, as if 
vou had no right or claim in one another, 
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and did not deſcend of one moſt tender fa- 
ther and mother. | | 


S$. XXVI. What I write is to yours, as 
well as you, if God gives you children; and 


in caſea prodigal ſhould ever appe r among 


them, make not his folly an excuſe to be 
{:range or cl-:ſe, and ſo to expoſe ſuch an 
one to more evil; but ſhew bowels, as“ 
John did to the young man that fell into ill 
company, whom with love he reclaimed ; 
after His example, that ſends his ſun and 
rain upon all. | | 

S. XXVII. Love ſilence, even in the 
mind; for thoughts are to that, as words 
to the body, troubleſome : much ſpeaking, 
as much thinking, ſpends; and in many 
thoughts, as well as words, there is ſin. 'True 
filence is the reſt of the mind, and is to the 
ſpirit, what ſleep is to the body, nouriſh 
ment and refreſhment. . It 1s a great virtue, 


it covers folly, keeps ſecrets, avoids diſputes, 
J, RECEP putes, 


and prevents ſin. See Job xiii. 5. Prov. x, 
19. i. . Wü. 280. xvii. 6 7. - 

§. XXVIII. The wiſdom of nations lies 
in their proverbs, which are brief and 
pithy; collect and learn them, they are 
notable meaſures and directions for human 
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life; you have much in little; they ſave 
time in ſpeaking ; and, upon occaſion, may 
be the fulleſt and fateſt anſwers. 
F. XXIX. Never meddle with other folks 
| pulinels, and leſs with the publick; unleſs 
called to the one by the parties concerned, 
in which move cautiouſly and uprightly ; 
and required to the other by the Lord, in 
a teſtimony for his name and truth : re- 
membering that old, but moſt true and ex- 
cellent proverb, Bene qui latuit, bene 
vixit. He lives happily, that lives hiddenly 
or privately ;* for he lives quietly. It is a 
treaſure to them that have it: ſtudy it, get 
it, keep it; too many miſs it that might 
have it; the world knows not the value of 
it. It doubles man's life, by giving him 
twice the time to himſelf, that a large ac- 
quaintance or much buſineſs will allow him. 
FSF. XXX. Have a care of reſentment, or 
taking things amiſs, a natural, ready, and 
moſt dangerous paſſion ; but be apter to 
remit than reſent ; it 18 more Chriſtian and 
wiſe. For as ſoftneſs often conquers, where 
rough oppoſition fortifies; ſo reſentment, 
{-ldom knowing any bounds, makes many 
times greater faults than it finds: for ſome 
people have out-reſented their wrong ſo 
far, that they made themſelves faultier by 
it; by which they cancel the debt through 
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a boundleſs paſſion, overthrow their intereſt 
and advantage, and become debtor to the 
offender. | | 

§. XXXI. Rejoice not at the calamity of 
any, though they be your enemies, Prov. 
22% 7 

$. XXXII. Envy none. It is God that 
maketh rich and poor, great and ſmall, 
high and low, Plal. xxxviii. I. Prov. iii. 
31. xxiii. 17. XXIV. I. Pf. cvii. 40, 41. 

S. XXXIII. Be intreatable. Never ag- 
gravate. Never revile, or give ill names; 
it is unmannerly, as well as unchriſtian. 
Remember Matt. v. 22. where it is ſaid, 
« He that calls his brother fool, is in dan- 
ger of hell fire.“ | 

8 XXXIV. Be not moroſe or conceited ; 
one is rude, the other troubleſome and 
nauſeous. | 

§. XXXV, Avoid queſtions and ſtrife; 
it ſhews a buſy and contentious diſpoſition. 

$. XXXVI. Add no credit to a report 
upon conjecture ; nor report to the hurt of 
any. See Exod. xxiii. I. Pſal. xv. 3. 
S. XXXVII. Beware of jealouſy, except 
it be godly, for it devours love and friend- 
ſhip ; it breaks fellowſhip, and deſtroys the 


peace of mind, It is a groundleſs and evil 


{urmile, 
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S. XXXVIII. Be not too credulous; read 
Prov. xiv. 15. Caution is a medium, I re- 
commend it. 

§. XXXIX. Speak not 4 religion, nei- 
ther uſe the name of God, in a familiar man- 
ner. 

F. XL. Meddle not with government; 
never ſpeak of it; let others ſay or do as 


they pleaſe. But read ſuch books of law as 


relate to the office of a juſtice, a coroner, 
ſheriff, and conſtable; alſo the doctor and 


| ſtudent ; ; ſome bcok of clerkſhip, and a trea- 


tiſe of wills; ; to enable you about your own 
private buſineſs only, or a poor neigh- 


. bour's. For it is a charge I leave with 


you and yours, «© Meddle not with the pub- 
lick, neither buſineſs nor-money ;'* but un- 


derſtand how to avoid it, and defend your- 


ſelves upon occaſion againſt it. For much 
knowledge brings ſorrow, and much doing 
more. 'Therefore know God, know your- 
ſelves; love home, know your own buſineſs, 
and mind it, and you will have more time 
and peace than your neighbours. 

FS. XLI. If you incline to marry, then 


marry your inclination rather than your in- 
tereſt: I mean what you love, rather than 


what is rich. But love for virtue, temper, 


education, and perſon, before wealth or 


quality, and be tur. you are beloved again. 
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In all which be not haſty, but ferious : lay 


it before the Lord, proceed in his fear, 
and be you well adviſed. And when mar- 
ried, according to the way of God's people 
uſed amongſt Friends, out of whom only 
chooſe, ſtrictly keep covenant; avoid oc- 
caſion of miſunderſtanding, allow for weak- 
neſſes, and variety of conſtitution and diſ- 
poſition, and take care of ſhewing the ]-aſt 
diſguſt or miſunderſtanding to others, eſ- 
pecially your children. Never lie down 
with any diſpleaſure in your minds, but 
avoid occaſion of diſpute and offence; over- 
look and cover failings. Seck the Lord 
for one another; wait upon him together 
morning and evening in his holy fear, 
which will renew and confirm your love 
and covenant; give way to nothing that 


would in the leaſt violate it; uſe all means 


of true endearment, that you may recom- 
mend and pleaſe one another : remember- 
ing your relation and union is the figure of 
Chriſt to his church; therefore, let the 
authority of love only bear ſway your whole 
life. 

S. XI. II. If God give you children, love 
them with wiſdom, correct them with af- 
tection, never ſtrike in paſſion, and ſuit the 
£orrection to their age, as well as fault. 
Convince them of their error before you. 
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chaſtiſe them, and try them; if they ſhew 
remorſe before ſeverity, never uſe that, but 
in caſe of obſtinacy or impenitency. Puniſh 
them more by their underſtandings than the 
rod; and thew them the folly, ſhame, and 


undutifulneſs of their faults, rather with a 
grieved than an angry countenance; and 


you will ſooner affect their natures, and 
with a nobler ſenſe, than a ſervile and rude 
chaſtiſement can produce. I know the me- 
thods of ſome are ſevere corrections for 
faults, and artificial praiſes when they do 
well, and ſometimes rewards; but this 
courſe awakens paſſions worſe than their 
faults ; for one begets baſe fear, if not ha- 
tred, the other pride and vain glory; both of 
which ſhould be avoided in à religious edu- 
cation of youth; for they equally vary from 


it, and deprave nature. There ſhould bc 
the greateit care unaginable, what impreſ- 
lions are given to children: that method 
which earlieſt awakens their underſtandings 
to love, duty, ſobriety, juſt and honourable 
things, is to be preferred. Education is the 


ſtamp parents give their children; they paſs 
for that they breed them, or leſs Ge per- 


haps, all their days. The world is in no- 


thing more wanting and reprovable, both 
in precept and example: they do with their 
SRI as with their ſouls, put them out 


oy > 
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at livery for ſo much a year. They will 


truſt their eſtates or ſhops with none but 
themſelves ; but for their ſouls and poſterity 
they have leſs ſolicitude. But do you breed 


vour children yourſelves; I mean as to 


their morals, and be their biſhops and teach- 
ers in the principles of converſation : as 
they are inſtructed, ſo they are likely to be 


qualified, and your poſterity by their pre- 
cepts and examples which they receive from 


yours. And were mankind herein more 
cautious, they would better diſcharge their 


duty to God and poſterity ; and their chil- 


dren would owe them more for their edu» 

cation than for their inheritances. Be not 

unequal in your love to your children, at 

leaſt in the appearances of it: it is both 
unjuſt and indiſcreet: it leſſens love to pa- 
rents, and provokes envy among children. 
Let them wear the ſame clothes, eat of the 
lame diſh, have the ſame allowance as to 
time and expence. Breed them to ſome 
employment, and give all equal but the 
eldeſt : and to the eldeſt a double portion is 
very well. Teach them alſo frugality, and 
they will not want ſubſtance for their poſte- 
rity. A little beginning, with induſtry and 
tliriit, will make an eſtate; but there is a 
great difference between ſaving and ſordid. 
Be not ſcanty any more than ſuperfluous; but 
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rather make bold with yourſelves, than be 
{traight to others; therefore let your cha— 
rity temper your frugality and theirs, 

What I have writ to you, I have writ to 
your children aud theirs, 
F. XLIII. Servants you will have, but 
remember, the fewer the better, and thoſe 
rather aged than young; you muſt make 
them ſuch, or diſpoſe of them often. Change 
is not good, therefore chooſe well, and the 
rather becauſe af your children; for chil» 
dren, thinking they can take more liberty 
with ſervants than with their parents, often 
chooſe the ſervanis company, and if they 
are idle, wanton, ill examples, children are 
in great danger of being perverted. Let 
them therefore be Friends, and ſuch as are 
vell recommended: let them know their 
bulineſs, as well as their wages; and as they 
do the one, pay them honeſtly the other. 
Ihough ſervants, yet remember they are 
brethren in Chriſt, and that you alſo are but 
itewards, and muſt account to God. Where- 
tore, let your moderation appear unto them, 


and that will provoke them to diligence | 
for love rather than ſear; which is the 


trueſt and heſt motive to ſervice. In ſhort, 
3s you find them, fo kcep, uſe, and reward 
bem, or diſngifs them. | 
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§. XLIV. Diſtruſt is of the nature of 
jealouſy, and muſt be warily entertained 
upon good grounds, or it is injurious to 
others, and, initead of ſafe, troubleſome to 
you. If you truſt little, you will have but 


little cauſe to diſtruſt ; yet I have often been 
whiſpered in myſelf of perſons and things 
at firſt ſight and motion, that hardly ever 
failed — 


| e true; though by neglecting the 
ſenſe, or ſuffering myſelf to be urged or 


importuned from it, I have more than once 


failed of my expectation. Have therefore 
a moſt tender and nice regard to thoſe firſt 
ſudden and unpremeditated ſenſations. | 
$. XLV. For your conduct in your buſi- 
neſs, and in the whole courſe of your life, 


though what I have ſaid to you, and re- 


commended you to, might be ſufficient ; 
yet I will be more particular, as to thoſe 
good and gracious qualifications I pray God 
Almighty to ſeaſon and accompliſh you 
with, to his glory, and your temporal and 
eternal felicity. | | 
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CHAP, III. 
1 


5. I. NE humble: it becomes a creature, 
Na depending and borrowed being, 
that lives not of itſelf, but breathes in ano» 
ther's air, with another's breath, and is ac» 
countable for every moment of time, and 
can call nothing its own, but is abſolutely 
a tenant at will of the great Lord of hea- 
ven and earth. And of this excellent qua- 
lity you cannot be wanting, if = dwell in 
the holy fear of the omnipreſent and all- 
ſeeing God; for that will ſhew you your 


vileneſs, and his excellency ; your meanneſs, 


and his majeſty; and withal, the ſenſe of 
his love to ſuch poor worms, in the teſti- 
monies he gives of his daily care, mercy, 


and goodnels, that you cannot but be abaſed, 


laid low, and humble: 1 fay, the fear and 


love of God begets humility, and humility 
fits you for God and men. You cannot ſtep 
well amiſs, if this virtue dwell but richly 


in you, for then God will teach you. The 
humble he teacheth his ways, and they are 
all pleaſant and peaceable to his children: 
yea, he © giveth grace to the humble, but 
reſiſteth the proud, Jam. iv. 6. I Pet. v. 
5. He regardeth the proud afar off, 
Pla], cxxxviii. 6, They ſhall not come near 
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im, nor will he hear them in the day of 
their diſtreſs, read Prov. xi. 2. xv. 33. xvi, 


18, 19. — leeks not the laſt word, 
nor Fn place z ſhe offends none, but pre- 
fers others, und thinks lowly of herſelf; 1s 
not rough or ſelf-conceited, high, loud, or 
.domineering : bleſſed are they that enjoy 
her. 4 Learn of me, faid Chritt, for l am 
meek and lowly in heart.“ He waſhed his 
(diſciples feet, John xiii. Indeed himſelt 
Humility 
goes before honour, Prov. xviii. 12, There 
5 nothing ſhines more clearly through 
"Chriſtianity than humility ; of this the holy 
author of it is the greateſt inſtance, He 
was humble in his incarnation ; for he that 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God, 
humbled himſelf to become a man, and 
many ways made himſclf of no reputation. 
As firſt, in his birth or deſcent, it was not 
of the princes of Judah, but a virgin of low 
"Degree, the eſpouſed of a carpenter; and ſo 
ſhe acknowledges in her heavenly anthem, 
or ejaculation, Luke i. 47, 48, $2. ſpeaking 


of the great honour God had done her: 
And my Spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
„ but 


Saviour; for he hath regarded the low eſtate 
of his handmaiden; he has put down the 


mighty from their ſeats, and exalted them 
| of low degree.” Secondly, He was hum- 
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ble in his life: he kept no court but in de- * 
ſerts and mountains, and in ſolitary places; 
neither was he ſerved in ſtate, his attend- 
[i ants being of the mechanick ſize. By. the 
i I miracles he wrought, we may underſtand 
1 the food he eat, viz. barley bread and fiſn; 
WW: and it is not to be thought there was any 
6 i h curioſity in dreſſing them. And we have 
| reaſon to believe his apparel was as mode- 
\ rate as his table. "Thirdly, He was humble 
5 in his ſufferings and death.; he took all af- 
| 


fronts patiently, and in our nature triumphed 


, over revenge; he was deſpiſed, ſpit upon, 
| buſfeted, whipt, and finally crucified be- 
BE! tween thieves, as the greateſt malefactor ; 
; pet he never reviled them, but anſwered all 


J in ſilence and ſubmiſſion, pitying, loving, 
| and dying for thoſe by whom he was igno- 
| minioully put to death. O mirror of hu- 
mility! Let your eyes be continually upon 
it, that you may ſee yourſelves by it. In- 
; deed his whole life was one continued great 
| act of ſelf-denial: and becauſe he needed 
| | it not for himſelf, he muſt needs do it for 
| us; thereby “ leaving us an example that 
| we ſhould follow his ſteps,” 1 Pet. ii. 21. 
And as he was, we ſhould be, in this world, | 
+ RE according to the beloved diſciple, 1 John ii. 
= en 6. ſo what he did for us, was not to excuſe 
I | but excite our humility. For as he is like 
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God, we muſt be like im; and that the 
froward, the contentious, the revengeful, 
the ſtriker, the dueller, &c. cannot be ſaid 
to be of that number, is very evident. And 
the more to illuftrate this virtue, I would 
have you conlider the folly and danger of 
pride, its oppoſite: for this it was that 
threw the angels out of heaven, man out of 
paradiſe, deſtroyed- cities and nations, was 
one of the ſins of Sodom, Ezck. xvi. 49. the 
deſtruction of Aſſyria and Iirael, Iſai. iii. 16. 
and the reaſon g:iven by God for his great 
vengeance upon Moab and Ammon, Zeph. 
ii. 9, 10. Beſides, pride is the vaineſt paſ- 
ſion that can rule in man, becauſe he has 
nothing of his own to be proud of; and to 
be proud of another's, ſhews want of wit 
and honeſty too. He did not only not make 
himſelf, but is born the nakedeſt and moſt 
helpleſs of almoſt all creatures. Nor can he 
add to his days, or ſtature, or ſo much as 
make one hair of his head white or black. 
He is ſo abſolutely in the power of another, 
that, as I have often ſaid, he is at beit but 
a tenant at will of the great Lord of all; 
holding life, health, ſubſtance and every 
thing, at his ſovereign diſpoſal : and the 
more man enjoys, the leſs reaſon he has to 
be proud; becauſe he is the more indebted 
and engaged to thankfulneſs and humility. 
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Wherefore avoid pride, as you would 
avoid the devil; remembering you mult die, 
and conſequently thoſe things muſt die with 
you that could be any temptation to pride; 
and that there 13 a judgment follows, at 
which you muſt give an account, both for 
what you have enjoyed and done. 

§. II. From humility ſprings meekneſs. 
Of all the rare qualities of wiſdom, learn= 
ing, valour, &c. with which Moſes was 
endued, he was denominated by his meek- 
neſs: this gave the reſt a luſtre they muſt 
otherwiſe have wanted. The difference is 
not great between theſe excellent graces ; 
yet the Scripture obſerves ſome. God will 
teach the humble his way, and guide the 
meek in judgment. It ſeems to be humility 
perfectly digeſted, and from a virtue be- 
come a nature. A meek man 1s one that 1s 
not eaſily provoked, yet eaſily grieved ; not 
peeviſh or teſty, but ſoft, gentle, and in- 
offenſive. O bleſſed will you be, my dear 

children, if this grace adorn you! There 
are divers great and precious promiſes to 
the meek in Scripture. That God “ will 
clothe th: meek with ſalvation ; and bleſſed 
are they, for they ſhall inherit the earth,“ 
Pſal. xxxvii. It. Matt. v. 5. Chriſt preſſes 
it in his own example, © Learn of me, for I 
am meek, Kc. Matt. xi. 29. And requires 
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his to become as little children, in order to 
ſalvation, Matt. xviii. 3. and“ A meek and 
quiet ſpirit is of great price with the Lord,” 
1 Pet. iii. 4. It is a fruit of the ſpirit, Gal. 
v. 22, 23. exhorted to, Eph. iv. 2. Col. iii. 
12. Tit. iii. 2. and many places more, to the 
ſame effect. | | 

S. III. Patience is an effect of a meek 
ſpirit, and flows from it: it is a bearing 


and ſuffering diſpoſition ; not cholerick or 


ſoon moved to wrath, or vindictive ; but 
ready to hear and endure too, rather than 


be ſwift and haſty in judgment or action. 
job is as much famed for this, as was Moſes 


for the other virtue. Without it there is no 
running the Chriſtian race, or obtaining the 
heavenly crown ; without it there can be 
no experience of the work of God, Rom. v. 
3, 4, 5. for patience worketh, ſaith the 
apoſtle, experience; and hope of an eternal 
recompence ; for experience worketh that 
hope. Therefore, fays James, „Let pa- 
tience have its perfect work,“ Jam. i. 4. It 
is made the ſaints excellency ; here is the 
patience of the ſaints, Rev. xiii. 10. It is 
joined with the kingdom of Chriſt, Rev. 1. 
9. read Luke xxi. 19. In patience poſleſs 
your fouls,” Rom. xii. 12. xv. 4. 2 Cor. vi. 
4. I Theff. v. 14. © Be patient towards all 
men, Tit. ii. 2. Heb. vi. 12. x. 36. which 
D | 
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ſhews the excellency and neceſſity of pa- 
tience, as that does the true dignity of a 
man. It is wiſe, and will give you great 
advantage over thoſe you converſe with, on 
all accounts; for paſſion blinds men's eyes, 
and betrays men's weakneſs; patience fees 
the advantage, and improves it. Patience 
inquires, deliberates, and brings to a ma- 
ture judgment; through your civik as well 
as Chriſtian courſe, you cannot at wiſely 
and ſafely without it ; therefore I recom- 
mend this bleſſed virtue to you. 

$. IV. Shew mercy whenever it is in 
your power; that is, forgive, pity, and 
help; for ſo it ſignifies. Mercy is one of 
the attributes of God, Gen. xix. 19. Exod. 
xx. 6. Pal. lexxvi. is. Jer. it. 12. it is 
exalted in Scripture above all his works, 


and 1s a noble part of his image in man. 


God hath recommended it, Hof. xii. 6. 
« Keep mercy and judgment, and wait on 
the Lord.” God hath ſhewn it to man, 
and made it his duty, Mic. vi. 8. He 
hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good: 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, 


but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to 


walk humbly,” or, to humble thyſelf to 
walk with thy God. A ſhort but ample 
expreſſion of God's love, and man's duty 


(happy are you if you mind it) in which 
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you ſee mercy is one of the nobleſt virtues, 
Chriſt has a bleſſing for them that have it, 


„ Blefled are the merciful, Matt. v. for 


they ſhall find mercy;“ a ſtrong motive 
indeed. In Luke vi. 35, 36. he commands 
it. Be you merciful, as your Father is 
merciful.” He bid the Jews, that were ſo 
over-righteous, but ſo very unmerciiul, 
learn What this meaneth : I will have 
mercy, and not ſacrifice,” Matt. ix. 13. 
He hit them in the eye. And in his para- 
ble of the lord and his ſervants, he ſhews 
what will be the end of the unmerciful 
ſteward, Matt. xvii. 34, 35. that having 
been forgiven much by his maſter, would 
not forgive a little to his fellow-ſervant. 
Mercy is a great part of God's law, Exod. 
XX111. 4, 5. It is a material part of God's 
true faſt, Iſai. viii. 6, 7. It is a main part 
of God's covenant, Jer. xxxi. 34. Heb. viii. 
12. And the reaſon and rule of the laſt 
judgment, Matt. xxv. 31. to the end: pray 
read it. It is a part of the undefiled reli- 
gion, Jam. i. 27. iii. 17. Read Prov. xiv. 
21, 22. But the merciful man's mercy 
reaches further, even to his beaſt; then 
furcly to man, his ſellow=creature, he ſhall 
not want it. Wherefore, I charge you, 
oppreſs nobody, man nor beaſt. Take no 
advantage upon the unhappy, pity the af« 
D 3 
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flicted, make their caſe your own, and that 
of their wives and poor innocent children 
the condition of yoursz and you cannot 


want ſympathy, bowels, forgivenels, nor a 


diſpoſition to help and ſuccour them to 
your ability. Remember, it is the way for 
you to be forgiven and helped in time of 
trial. Read the Lord's prayer, Luke x1. 
Remember the nature and goodneſs of Jo- 


ſeph to his brethren ; follow the example of 


the good Samaritan, and let Edom's un- 
kindneſs to Jacob' s ſtock, Obad. Io. I6. and 
the heathen's to Iſrael, Zech. i. 21. ii. 8, 9. 

be a warning to you. Read alſo Prov. xxv. 
21, 22. Rom. xii. 19, 20. 

8. V. Charity is a near neighbour to 
mercy. It is generally taken to conſiſt in 
this, Not to be cenſorious, and to relieve 
the poor. For the firſt, remember you 
muſt be judged, Matt. vii. 1. And for 
the laſt, remember you are but ſtewards. 
Judge not, therefore, leſt you be judged.” 
Be clear yourſelves before you fling the 
ſtone. Get the beam out of your own eye: 
it is humbling doctrine, but fafe. Judge, 
therefore, at your own peril; ſee it be 
righteous judgment, as you will anſwer it 
to the great Judge. This part of charity 
alſo excludes whiſperings, back-biting, tale- 
bearing, evil-ſurmiſing: moſt pernicious 
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follies and evils, of which beware. Read 
1 Cor. xiii. For the other part of charity, 
relieving the poor, it is a debt you owe to 
God : you have all you have or may enjoy, 
with the rent-charge upon it. The ſaying 
is, that he who gives to the poor, lends to 
the Lord; but it may be ſaid, not impro- 
perly, the Lord lends to us to give to the 
poor. They are at leaſt partners by Pro- 
vidence with you, and have a right you 
muſt- not defraud them of. You have this 


privilege indeed, when, what, and to whom; 


and yet, if you heed your guide, and ob- 
ſerve the object, you wall have a rule for 
that too. | 
I recommend little children, widows, in- 
firm and aged perſons, chiefly to you; ſptre 
ſomething out of your own belly, rather 
than let theirs go pinched. Avoid that 
great ſin of needleſs expence on your per- 
{ons and on your houſes, while the poor are 
hungry and naked. My bowels have often 
been moved, to ſee very aged and infirm 
prope but eſpecially poor helpleſs children, 
ie all night, in bitter weather, at the threſ- 
holds of doors in the open ſtreets for want 
of better lodging. I have made this reflec- 
tion, © If you were ſo expoſed, how hard 
« would it be to endure?” The difference 


between our condition and theirs has drawn 


44 FRUITS of a FATHER's LOVE. 


from me humble thanks to God, and great 
compaſſion and ſome ſupply to thoſe poor 


creatures. Once more, Be good to the 


poor. What do I ſay? Be juſt to them, 
and you wall be good to yourſelves : think 
it your duty, and do it religiouſly. Let the 
moying paſſage, Matt. xxv. 35. to the end, 
live in your minds: © I was an hungry, and 


os” and naked, ſick, and in priſon, and 


ou adminiſtered unto me;” and the bleſ- 
{ing that followed: alſo what he ſaid to 
another ſort, © I was an hungry, and thirſty, 


and naked, and ſick, and in priſon, and 


you adminiſtered not unto me ;”* for a dread- 
ful ſentence follows to the hard-hearted 
world. Wo be to them that take the 
poor's pledge,” Ezek. xvill. 12, 13. or eat 
up the poor's right. O devour not their 
part ! leſs lay it out in vanity, or lay it up 
in bags, for it will curſe the reſt. Hear 
what the Pſalmiſt ſays, Pſal. xli. Blefled 


is he that conſidereth the poor, the Lord 


will deliver him in time of trouble : the 
Lord will preſerve and keep him alive, and 
he ſhall be bleſſed upon the earth: and 


thou wilt not deliver him into the will of 
his enemies: the Lord will ſtrengthen hint” 


upon the bed of languiſhing: thou wilt 
make all his bed in his ſickneſs.” This is 
the reward of being faithful ſtewards and 
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treaſurers for the poor of the earth. Have 
a care of excuſes, they arg I know ready at 
hand; but read Prov. iii. 27, 28. With- 
hold not good from them to whom it 1s 
due, when it is in the power of thine hand 
to do it. Say not unto thy neighbour, G0 
and come again, and to-morrow I will give, 
when thou haſt it by thee.” Alſo bear in 
mind Chriſt's doctrine, Matt. v. 42. © Give 
to him that aſketh thee; and from him that 
would borrow of thee, turn not thou away.”* 
But above all, remember the poor woman 
that gave her mite: which Chriſt preferred 
above all, becauſe ſhe gave all ; but it was 
to God's treaſury, Mark xu. 42, 43, 44- 


S. VI. Liberality or bounty is a noble 
quality in man, entertained of few, yet 


e. of all; but the covetous diſlike it, 
Decauſe it reproaches their ſordidneſs. In 
this ſhe differs from charity, that ſhe has 
ſometimes other objects, and exceeds in pro- 
portion: for ſhe will caſt her eye on thoſe 
that do not abſolutely want, as well as 


thoſe that do; and always outdoes neceſſi- 


tles and ſervices. She finds out virtue in a 
low degree, and exalts it. She eaſes their 


burden that labour hard to live: many kind 


and generous ipells ſuch find at her hand, 
that do not quite want, whom ſhe thinks 
worthy. The decayed are ſure to hear of 
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her. She takes one child, and puts out 
another, to lighten the load of overcharged 
parents; more to the fatherleſs. She ſhews 
the value of ſervices in her rewards; and is 
never debtor to kindneſſes; but will be 
creditor on all accounts. Where another 
gives ſixpence, the liberal man gives his 
1 ſhilling ; and returns double the tokens he 
receives. But liberality keeps temper too; 
ſhe is not extravagant any more than ſhe is 
ſordid: for ſhe hates niggard's feaſts as | 
; much as niggard's faſts ; and as ſhe is free, 
and not ſtarched; ſo ſhe is plentiful, but. 
not ſuperfluous and extravagant. You will 
hear of her in all hiſtories, eſpecially in 
ſcripture, the wiſeſt as well as beſt of 
books: her excellency and her reward are 
there. She is commanded and commended, 
Deut. 2. 3, Pl. xxxvil. 21. 
26. © The righteous ſheweth mercy and 
giveth ; and the good man is ever merciful 
and lendeth. He ſhews favour and lendeth, 
and diſperſeth abroad, Plal. cxii. 5. 9. 
There is that ſcattereth, and yet in- 
' creaſeth; and there is that withholdeth 
b more than is meet, but it tendeth to po- 
verty : the liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat,” 
Prov. xi. 24, 25. © The bountiful eye ſhall 4% 
be bleſſed,” Prov. xxii. 9. The churl and 
liberal man are deſcribed, and a promiſe co 
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the latter, that his liberality ſhall uphold - 


him, Iſa. xxxii. 7, 8. Chriſt makes it a part 
of his religion, and the way to be the chil- 
dren of the Higheſt ; read Luke vi. 34, 35. 
to lend and not receive again, and this to 
enemies as well as friends; yea, to the un- 
thankful and to the evil; no exception 
made, no excuſe admitted. The apoſtle 
Paul, 2 Cor. ix. 5. 10. enjoins it, threatens 
the ſtrait-hand, and promiſes the open- 
hearted a liberal reward. 

Whereſoever therefore, my dear children, 


liberality is required of you, God enabling | 


of you, ſow not iparingly nor grudgingly, 
but with a cheerful mind, and you ſhall not 
go without your reward; though that 
ought not to be your motive. But avoid 
oſtentation, for that is uſing virtue to vanity, 
which will run you to profuſeneſs, and that 


to want; which begets greedineſs, and that 


avarice, the contrary extreme: as men may 
go weſtward till they come eaſt, and travel 
till they, and thoſe they left behind them, 


ſtand antipodes, up and down. 


§. VII. Juſtice or righteouſneſs is another 
attribute of God, Deut. xxxii. 4. Pſal. ix. 7, 
8. v. 8. Dan. ix. 7. of large extent in the 
life and duty of man. Be juſt therefore, in 
all things, to all: to God as your Creator; 
render to him that which is his, your 


43 FRUITS of a FATHER's LOVE. 


hearts; for that acknowledgment he has 


reſerved to himſelf, by which only you are 
intitled to the comforts of this and a better 
life. And if he has your hearts, you have 
him for your treaſure, and with him all 


things requiſite to your telicity. Render 


alſo to Czſar that which is his, lawful ſub- 
jection ; not for fear only, but conſcience- 
fake; to parents, a filial love and obedience; 
to one another, natural affection; to all 
people, in doing as you would be done by. 


Hurt no man's name or perſon. Covet no 


man's property in any ſort. Conſider well 
of David's tenderneſs to Saul, when he 
ſought his life, to excite your duty; and 


Ahab's unjuſt covetoufneſs and murder of 


Naboth, to provoke your abhorrence of in- 
Juſtice. David, though anointed king, took 
no advantages : he believed, and therefore 
did not make haſte ; but left it to God to 


_ conclude Saul's reign, for he would not 


haſten it: a right method, and a good end; 
my dear children, God has ſhewn it you, 
and requires it of you. 


Remember the tenth commandment, it 
was God that gave it, and will judge you 
by it. It comprehends reſtitution as well as 
acquiſition, and eſpecially the poor man's 


wages, Lev. xix. I3. Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. 


Jer. Xii. 13. Amos v. 11, Mal, iii. 5. 
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Samuel is a great and good example of 
righteouſneſs, 1 Sam. x11. 3. He challenged 
the whole houſe of Iſrael: © Whom had he 
oppreſſed or deirauded ?” The like did the 
apoſtle to the Corinthians, 2 Cor. vii. 2. 
He exhorted the Chriſtians to be careful that 
they did not defraud, 1 Theſ. iv. 6. for this 
reaſon, that God was the avenger of the 
injared. But as bad as it was, there muſt 
be no going to law amongſt Chriſtians, 
1 Cor. vi. 7. To your utmolt power, there- 
fore, owe no one any thing but love, and 
that in prudence as well as righteouſneſs ; 
for juſtice gives you reputation, and adds a 
bleſſing to your ſubſtance : it is the beſt ſe- _ 
curity you can have for it. OT 

I will cloſe this head with a few ſcrip- 
tures to each branch. To your ſuperiors; 
« Submit to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's ſake, 1 Pet. ii. 13. Obey thoſe that 
have rule over you, Heb. xiii. 17. Speak 
not evil of dignities, Jude 8. 2 Pet. ii. IO. 
« My ſon, fear thou the Lord and the King, 
and meddle not with them that are given to 
change, Prov. xxiv. 21. | 

'To your parents; © Honour your father 
and your mother, that the days may be 
long in the land which the Lord your God 
ſhall give you,” Exod. xx. 12. © Children, 


obey your parents, it is the firſt command 
Þ | 
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with - promiſe,” Epheſ. vi. 1, 2. Great 
judgments follow thoſe that diſobey this law, 
and defraud their parents of their due: 
« Whoſo robbeth his father or his mother, 
and faith it is no tranſgreſſion, the ſame is 
the companion of a deſtroyer,” Prov. xxviii. 
24. for ſuch would deſtroy their parents if 


they could. It is charged by the prophet 


Ezekiel upon Jeruſalem, as a mark of her 


wicked ſtate: © In thee have thy princes 


ſet lightly by father and mother, oppreſſed 
ſtrangers, and vexed fatherleſs and widows,” 


 Ezek. . 


To thy neighbour ; hear what God's ſer- 
vants taught: «© To do juſtice and judg- 
ment, 1s more acceptable to the Lord than 
ſacrifice, Prov. xxi. 3. Divers weights 
and meaſures are alike abomination unto 
the Lord,” Levit. 6. Deut. xxv. 
13 to 16 anclulive. - Prov. Xi. I. xx. 10. 
23. Read Prov. xxl. 16. 22, 23. xxv1. 10. 
11. Peruſe the ſixth of Micah : alſo Zech. 
viii. 16, 17. and eſpecially the fifteenth 
Pſalm, as a ſhort but full meaſure of life, to 
give acceptance with God. 

I have ſaid but little to you of diſtribut- 
ing juſtice, or being juſt in power or go- 
vernment ; for I ſhould deſire you may never 


be concerned therein, unleſs it were upon 


your own principles, and then the leſs the 
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better, unleſs God require it from you. But 
if it ever be your lot, know no man after 
the fleſh ; know neither rich nor poor, great 
nor ſmall, nor kindred, nor ſtranger, but 
the cauſe, according to your underſtanding 
and conſcience, and that upon deliberate 
inquiry and information. Read Exod. xxiii. 
from I to Io. Deut. i. 16, 17. xvi. 19, 20. 
XXIV. 17. 2 Sam. Xxiii. 3. Jer. xxii. 3, 4. 
Prov. xxiv. 23. Lam. iii. 35, 36. Hol. xii. 6. 
Amos viii. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Zeph. ii. 3. iii. I. 
3. Tech. vii. 9, 10. Jer. v. 4, 5, 6. Vin Os 
7. which ſhew both God's commands and 
complaints, and man's duty in authority 
which, as I ſaid before, wave induſtrioully 
at all times, for privacy is freed from the 


tion, that attends ſtations in government 2 
never meddle with it, but for God's ſake. 
F. VIII. Integrity is a great and com- 
mendable virtue. A man of integrity is a 
true man, a bold man, and a ſteady man; 
he is to be truſted and relied upon; no bribes 
can corrupt him, no fear daunt him; his 
word is {low in coming, but ſure; he ſhines 
brighteſt in the fire, and his friend hears of 
him moſt when he moſt needs him. His 
courage grows with danger, and conquers 
oppoſition by conſtancy. As he cannot be 
flattered or frighted into that he dillikes, 
E 2 | 
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ſo he hates flattery and temporizing in 
others. He runs with the truth, and not 
with the times; with right, and not with 
might. His rule is ſtrait; ſoon ſeen, but 
ſeldom followed: it hath done great things. 


It was integrity preferred Abel's offering, 


tranſlated Enoch, ſaved Noah, raiſed Abra- 
ham to he God's friend, and father of a 
great nation, reſcued Lot out of Sodom, 
bleſſed and increaſed Jacob, kept and exalted 


Joſeph, upheld and reſtored Job, honoured 


Samuel before Iſrael, crowned David over 
all difficulties, and gave Solomon peace and 
glory, while he kept it: it was this pre- 
ſerved Mordecai and his people, and ſo 
ſignally defended Daniel among the lions, 
and the children in the flames, that it drew 
from the greateſt king upon earth, and an 
heathen too, a moſt pathetical confeſhon to 
the power and wiſdom of the God that 


ſaved them, and which they ſerved. Thus 


is the ſcripture fulfilled : “ The integrity of 
the upright ſhall guide them,“ Prov. xi. 3. 
O my dear children, fear, love, and obey 
this great, holy, and unchangeable God, 
and you ſhall be happily guided, and pre- 
ſerved through your pilgrimage to eternal 
„ | 


§. IX. Gratitude, or thankfulneſs, is 


another virtue of great luſtre, and ſo eſteemed 
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with God and all good men: it is an own- 


ing of benefits received, to their honour | 


and ſervice that confer them. It 1s indeed 
a noble ſort of juſtice, and might, in a 


ſenſe, be referred as a branch to that head; 


with this difference, though, that, ſince 
benefits exceed juſtice, the tie is greater to be 
grateful, than to be juſt 3 and conlequently 
there 1s ſomething baſer and more reproach- 
ful in ingratitude than injuſtice. So that, 
though you are not obliged by legal bonds 


or judgments, to reſtitution with due in- 


tereſt, your virtue, honour, and humanity, 
are naturally pledges for your thankfulneſs; 
and by how much the leſs you are under 
external ties, eſteem your inward ties ſo 
much the ſtronger. Thoſe that can break 
them would know no bounds ; for, make it 
a rule to you, the ungratetul would be un- 
juit too, but for fear of the law. Always 
own therefore the benefits you receive, and 
then to chooſe, when they may moit honour 


or lerve thoſe that conferred them. Some. 


have lived to need the favours they have 
done ; and ſhould they be put to aſk, where 
they ought to be invited? No matter if 
they have nothing to ſhew for it; they 


ſhew enough when they ſhew themſelves to 


thoſe they have obliged; and ſuch fee 
enough to induce their gratitude, when they 
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{ce their benefactors in adverſity : the leſs 
law, the more grace, and the ſtronger tie. 
It is an evangelical virtue, and works, as 
faith does, only by love: in this it exactly 


reſembles a Chriſtian ſtate We are not 


under the law, but under grace; and it is 
by grace, and not by merit, that we are 
ſaved. But are our obligations the leſs to 
God, that he heaps his favours ſo unde- 


fer vedly upon us? ſurely no. It is the like 


here. That which we receive is not owed 
or compelled, but freely given; ſo no tie 
but choice, a voluntary goodneſs without 
bargain or condition ; but has this therefore 
no ſecurity? Yes, certainly, the greateſt ; 
a judgment-writ, and acknowledged in the 
mind ; he 1s his to the altar with a good 
conſcience ; but how long? As long as he 
lives. The characters of gratitude, like 
thoſe of friendſhip, are only defaced by 
death, elſe indelible. ©« A friend loveth at 
all times, ſays Solomon, Prov. xvii. 17. 
xxvii. Io. and “ thine own friend, and thy 
father's friend, forſake not.” It is injuſtice 
which makes gratitude a precept. There 
are three ſorts of men that can hardly be 
grateful; the fearful man, for in danger he 
loſes his heart, with which he ſhould help 
his friend; the proud man, for he takes 


that virtue for a reproach. He that un- 
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willingly remembers he owes any thing to 
God, will not readily remember he is be- 
holden to man. Hiſtory lays it to the 
charge of ſome of this fort of great men, 
that, uneaſy to ſee the authors of their 
greatneſs, they have not been quiet till they 
have accompliſhed the ruin of thoſe that 
raiſed them. Laſtly, the covetous man 1s 
as ill at it as the other two; his gold has 
| | ipoiled his memory, and will not let hint 
dare be grateful, though perhaps he owes 
the beſt part, at leaſt the beginning of it, 
to another's favour. As there 15nothing more 
unworthy in a man, ſo nothing in man fo fre- 
quently reproached in ſcripture. How often 
| does God put the Jews in mind of their for— 
N getfulneſs and unthankfulneſs for the mercies 
and favours they received from him? Read 

] Deut xxxii. I5. © Jejurun waxed fat, and 
| kicked againſt God, grew unmindtul, for- 
got and forſook his rock, that had done 
mighty things for him?“ Thus Moſes, 

Deut. ri. 16, 17. Allo Judges-x. -1T, 12, 

| I3. and I Sam. vii. 8. David likewiſe in 
his Ixxvin. cv. cvi. Pſalms, gives an hiſtory 
of God's love to Iſrael, and their ingratitude. 
So Iſa. xvii. I to 11. Likewiſe Jer. ii. 31, 
3% 3 7 t0- 20. W. 6. Wi. 10% 14. 20; 
21. xviii. I5, Hoſ. viii. 9. It is a mark of 
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apoſtacy from Chriſtianity, by the apoſtle, 


2 Tim. iii. 2. 

S. X. Diligence is another virtue uſeful 
and laudable among men: it is a diſcreet 
and underſtanding applic: ation of one's ſelf 
to buſineſs; and avoids the extremes of idle- 
neſs and drudgery.; it gives great advan- 
tages to men; it loſes no time, it conquers 
difficulties. rekovert diſappointments, gives 
diſpatch, ſupplies want of parts, and is that 
to them, which a pond is to a ſpring; 
though it has no water of itſelf, it will keep 
what it gets, and 1s never dry. 'Though 
parts have the heels, this has the wind; and 
often wins the prize. Nor does it only con- 
cern handicrafts and bodily affairs; the 
mind is alſo engaged, and grows foul, ruſty, 
and diſtempered without it. It belongs to 
you, throughout your whole man; be no 
more ſauntering in your minds than in your 
bodies. And if you would have the iull 
benefit of this virtue, do not baulk it by a 
confuſed mind. Shun diverſions; think nly 
of the preſent buſineſs till that be done. Be 


buſy to purpoſe; for a buſy man, and a 


man of buſineſs, are two differenc things. 
Lay your matters right, and diligence ſuc— 
ceeds them, elſe pains is loſt. How labo- 
rious are ſome to no purpoſe? Conſider 
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your end well, ſuit your means to it, and 
then diligently employ them, and you will 
arrive where you would be, with God's 
bleſſing. Solomon praiſes diligence very 
highly: firſt, it is the way to wealth: 
The diligent hand makes rich,“ Prov. x. 
4. The foul of the diligent ſhall be made 
fat, xii. 4. There is a promiſe to it, and 
one of another ſort to the fluggard, xxiii. 
21. Secondly, it prefers men, xxii. 29. 
* Secſt thou a man diligent in his buſinels ; 
he ſhall ſtand before kings.” "Thirdly, it 
preſerves an eſtate : © Be thou diligent to 
know the ſtate of thy flocks, and look well 
to thy herds; for riches are not for ever.“ 
Prov. xxvii. 23, 24. There is no living 
upon the principal, you muſt be diligent to 
preſerve what you have, whether it be ac- 
quiſition or inheritance, elſe it will conſume. 
In ſhort, the wiſe man adviſes, © What- 
ſoever thy hand finds to do, do it with thy 
might,“ Eccl. ix. 19. As it mends a tem- 
poral ſtate, no ſpiritual one can be got or 
kept without it. Moſes earneſtly preſſes it 
upon the Iſraclites, Deut. iv. 9. and vi. 7. 
The apoſtle Paul commends it in the Co— 
rinthians, and Titus to them for that rea- 
ſon, 2 Cor. viii. 7. 22. So he does Timo- 
thy to the Philippians on the ſame account, 
and urges them to work out their ſalvation, 
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Phil. ii. 12. 20, 21. Peter alfo exhorts the 
churches to that purpoſe : * Wheretore the 
rather, brethren, ſays he, give diligence to 
make your calling and cle ion ſure; for if 
you do theſe things, you ſhall never fall, 
2 Pet. i. ro, zun n chap. ii. 13, 14. 
« Whercfore, beloved, ſeeing you look for 
ſuch things (the end of the world and laſt 
judgment) be diligent that you niay be 
found of him in peace, without ſpot, and 
blameleſs.” Thus diligence is an approved 
virtue: but remember, that it is a reaſon- 
able purſuit or execution of honeſt purpoſes; 
and not an over-charging or oppreſſive pro- 
ſecution to mind or body, of moſt lawful 
enterprizes. Abuſe it not therefore to am- 
bition or avarice. Let neceſſity, charity, 
and conveniency govern. it, and it. will be 
well employed, and you may expect proſ- 
perous returns. 

S. XI. Frugality is a virtue too, and not 
of little uſe in life, the better way to be 
rich, for it has leſs toil and temptation. It 
is proverbial, a penny ſaved is a penny got: 
it has a ſignificant moral; for this way of 
getting is more in your own power, and 
leſs ſubject to hazard, as well as ſnares, free 
of envy, void of ſuits, and is before-hand 
with calamities. For many get that can- 
not keep, and for want of frugality ſpend 
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what they get, and ſo come to want what 
they have ſpent. But have a care of the 
extreme: want not with abundance, for 
that is avarice, even to —— is fit 
vou conſider children, age, and (caſualties, 
but never pretend thoſe things to palliate 
and gratify covetouſneſs. As I would have 
you liberal, but not prodigal; and diligent, 
but not drudging ; o I would have you 
frugal, but not ſordid. If you can, lay up 
one half of your income for thoſe ules, in 
which let charity have at leaſt the ſecond 
conſideration ; but not Judas' s, for that was 
in the wrong place. 
§. XII. Temperance I muſt earneſtly re- 
commend to you throughout the whole 
courſe of your life: it is numbered amongſt 
the fruits of the Spirit, Gal. v. 23. and is a 
great and requiſite virtue. Properly and 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, it refers to diet; but, in 
general, may be contidered as having rela- 
tion to all the affections and practices of 
men. I will therefore begin with it in re- 
gard to food, the ſenſe in which it is cuſ- 
tomarily taken. Eat to live, and not live 
to eat, for that's below a beaſt. Avoid cu- 
rioſities and provocations; let your chiefeſt 
ſauce be a good ſtomach, which temperance 
will help to get you. Vou cannot be too 
plain in your diet ſo you are clean, 
nor too ſparing ſo you have enough for 
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nature. For that which keeps the body 
low, makes the ſpirit clear, as ſilence makes 
it ſtrong. It conduces to good digeſtion, 
that to good reſt, and that to a firm con- 


ſtitution. Much leſs feaſt any, except the 


poor; as Chriſt taught, Luke xiv. 12, 13. 
For entertainments are rarely without ſin ; 
but receive ſtrangers readily. \As in diet, 
ſo in apparel, obſerve, I charge you, an 


exemplary plainneſs. Chooſe your clothes 


for their uſefulneſs, -not the faſhion ; and 
for covering, and not finery, or to pleaſe a 
vain'mind in yourſelves or others: they are 


fallen fouls that think clothes can give 


beauty to man. © The life is more than 
raiment,“ Mat. vi. 25. Man cannot mend 
God's work, who can give neither life nor 
parts. They ſhew little eſteem for the wiſ- 
dom and power of their Creator, that un- 
der-rate his workmanſhip (I was going to 
ſay, his image) to a taylor's invention: 
groſs folly and profanity! But do you, 
my dear children, call to mind who they 
were of old, that Jeſus ſaid, took fo much 
care about what they ſhould eat, drink, and 
put on : were they not Gentiles, Heathens, 
a people without God in the world? Read 


Mat. vi. and when you have done that, pe- 


ruſe thoſe excellent paſlages of the apoſtles 
Paul and Peter, I Tim. ii. 9, 10. and I Pet. 
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i. 3. 5. Where if you find the exhortation 
to women only, conclude it was effeminate, 


and a ſhame then for men to ule ſuch arts 


and coſt upon their perſons. Follow you 
the example of thoſe primitive Chriſtians, 
and not voluptuous Gentiles, that perverted 
the very order of things : for they ſet luſt 
above nature, and the means above the end, 


and preferred vanity to conveniency; a 


wanton exceſs that has no ſenſe of God's 
mercies, and therefore cannot make a right 
uſe of them, and leſs yield the returns they 


deſerve. In ſhort, theſe intemperances are 


great enemies to health and to poſterity ; 
for they diſeaſe the body, rob children, and 
diſappoint charity, and are of evil example; 
very catching, as well as pernicious evils. 
Nor do they end there; they are ſucceeded. 
by other vices, which made the apoſtle put 
them together in his epiſtle to the Galatians, 
chap. v. 20, 21. The evil fruits of this part 
of intemperance are ſo many and great, that 


upon a ſerious reflection, I believe there is 


not a country, town, or family, almoſt, 
that does not labour under the miſchiet of 
it. I recommend to your peruſal the firſt 
part of No Croſs No Crown, and of the 
Addreſs to Proteſtants, in which I am more 


particular in my cenſure of it; as are the 


authorities I bring in favour of moderation, 
F 
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But the virtue of temperance does not only 
regard eating, drinking, and apparel, but fur- 
niture, attendance, expence, gain, parſimo- 
ny, buſineſs, diverſion, company, ſpeech, 
ſleeping, watchings; and every paſſion of 
the mind, love, anger, pleaſure, joy, ſor- 
row, reſentment, are all concerned in it: 
therefore bound your defires, learn your 
wills ſubjection, take Chriſt for your ex- 
ample, as well as guide. It was he that 
led and taught a life of faith in Providence, 
and told his diſciples th: danger of the 
cares and pleaſures of this world; they 
choked the ſeed of the kingdom, ſtifled and 
extinguiſhed virtue in the ſoul, and rendered 
man barren of good fruit. His ſermon upon 
the mount is one continued divine autho- 
rity in favour of an univerſal temperance. 
The apoſtle, well aware of the neceſſity of 
this virtue, gave the Corinthians a ſeaſon- 
able caution. Know ye not, ſays he, that 
they which run in a race, run all, but one 
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. And every man that ſtriveth for 
maſtery, (or ſeeketh victory) is temperate 
in all things: (he acts diſcreetly, and with 
© right judgment.) Now, they do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown, but we an in- 
corruptible. I therefore fo run, as not un- 
certainly; fo fight I, not as one that beat- 
eth the air; but 1 keep under my r and 


4 . 


EFF 


FRUITS of a FATHER's LOVE. 63 
bring it into ſubjection; leſt that, by any 


means, when I have preached to others, I 
myſelf ſhould become a caſtaway, I Cor. 
ix. 24 to 27. In another chapter he preſ- 
ſes the temperance almoſt to indifferency: 
« But this I ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort ; 
it remaineth then, that both they that have 
wives, be as though they had none; and 
thoſe that weep, as though they wept not; 


and they that rejoice, as though they re- 


joiced not; and they that uſe this world, as 
not abuſing it.” And all this is not without 
reaſon ; he gives a very good one for it: 
« for,” ſaith he, © the taſhion of this world 
paſſeth away : but I would have you without 
carefulneſs, 1 Cor. vii. 29. 32. It was for 
this cauſe he preſſed it ſo hard upon Titus 
to warn the elders of that time to be ſober, 
grave, temperate ; Tit. ii. 2. not eager, vio- 
lent, obſtinate, tenacious, or inordinate in 
any fort. He makes it an indiſpenſable 
duty in paſtors of churches, that they be 
« not ſelf-willed, ſoon angry, given to 
wine or filthy lucre ; but lovers of hoſpi- 
tality, of good men, ſober, juſt, holy, tem- 


perate, [it. i. 7, 8. and why ſo? becauſe 
againſt theſe excellent virtues there is no 


law, Gal. v. 23. 

J will ſhut up this head, being weak 
upon in divers places of this advice, with 
F2 
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| this one moſt comprehenſive paſſage of the 


apoſtle, Philip. iv. 5. Let your mode- 
ration be known unto all men, for the 
Lord is at hand.” As if he had ſaid, Take 
heed, look to your ways, have a care what 
ye do; for the Lord is near you,.even at 
the door; he ſees you, he marks your ſteps, 
tells your wanderings, and he will judge 
you. Let this excellent, this home and 
cloſe ſentence live in your minds: let it 
ever dwell upon your ſpirits, my beloved 
children, and influence all your actions, 
aye, your affections and thoughts. It is a 
noble meaſure, ſufficient to regulate the 
whole; they that have it are caſy as well as 
ſafe. No extreme prevails; the world is 
kept at arm's end; and ſuch have power 
over their own ſpirits, which gives them 
the trueſt enjoyment of themſelves and 


what they have: a dominion greater than 


that of empires. O may this virtue be 
yours! You have grace from God for that 
end, and it is ſufficient ; employ it, and you 
cannot miſs of temperance, nor therein of 
the tru-!t hippincſs in all your conduct. 

F. XIII. I have choſen to ſpeak in the 
language of tlie ſcripture, which is that of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of Truth and 
Wiſdom, that wanted no art or direction 


of man to ſpeak by, and exprels itſelf fitly 
: | 
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to man's underſtanding. But yet that bleſ- 


ſed principle, the Eternal Word, I begun 
with to you, and which 1s that Light, Spi- 


rit, Grace, and Truth, I have exhorted you 


to in all its holy appearances or manifeſta- 
tions in yourſelves, by which all things were 


at firſt made, and men enlightened to ſal- 


vation, 1s Pythagoras's great Light and Salt 
of Ages; Anaxagoras's divine Mind; So— 
crates's good Spirit; Timæus's unbegotten 
Principle, and Author of all Light; Hie- 
ron's God in Man; Plato's eternal, ine ffa- 


ble and perfect Principle of Truth; Zeno's 


Maker and Father of all; and Plotin's 
Root of the Soul; who, as they thus ſtiled the 
Eternal Word, ſo for the appearance of it in 
man, they wanted not very ſignificant words. 
A domeſtick God, or God within, ſay 


Hieron, Pythagoras, Epictetus, and Seneca. 


Genius, Angel, or Guide, ſay Socrates and 
Timæus; the Light and Spirit of God, ſays 
Plato; the divine Principle in Man, ſays 
Plotin; the divine Power and Reaſon, the 
infallible immortal Law in the Minds 
of Men, ſays Philo; and the Law and 
living Rule of the Mind, the interior 


Guide of the Soul, and everlaſting Founda-— 


tion of Vutue, ſays Plutarch. Of which 
you may read more in the firſt part of the 


| Chriſtian Quaker; and in the Contutation 
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of Atheiſm, by Dr. Cudworth. Theſe were 
ſome of thoſe virtuous Gentiles, commended 
by the apoſtle, Rom. ii. 13, 14, I5. that 
though they had not the law given to them, 
as the Jews had, with thoſe inſtrumental 
helps and advantages, yet, doing by nature 
the things contained in the law, they be- 
came a law unto themſelves, 
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